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MFA student rolls Cities’ flood fight begins early
into inspiration
BY JOHN ENGER
engerjo@mnstate.edu

Most people don’t ever get the
privilege of having an alter ego.
Sammi Jones is a rare exception.
By day, Jones is a master of
fine arts major at MSUM. She
loves Dickens, writes non-fiction
and hangs out in Weld. By night,
she dons pads and roller skates and
goes by the name of Toni Crush.
By night, Jones is a derby girl.
“It’s like football on wheels for
women … It’s full contact, so …
it can be brutal. You get some
really nice bruises,” Jones said,
pointing to a saucer-sized deep
green mark above her knee. “I fell
over somebody at practice. She fell
down and I tried to jump over her
and I think I hit — I don’t know
what I hit on her — if it was her
helmet or what, but it turned out to
be a really nice bruise.”
When imagining a writing
student, it’s safe to say, full contact
isn’t exactly what springs to mind.
But Jones’s close friends weren’t
too surprised when she joined
derby.
“She’s pretty laid back,” said
John Powers, friend of Jones and
fellow MFA major, “unless you get
a few beers in her, then she starts
getting physical. Those of us who
are Jones’s friends have gone home
with sore arms on many a night
from sitting next to her.”
Since joining the F-M Derby
Girls in July 2010, Jones has
immersed herself in the sport.
“It seems like it has become a
way of life for her. It seems like it
might be her career,” Powers said.
“I don’t know. She’s really in to it.
I mean it seems like as soon as she
tried out for it and made the team
she seems to have really taken it on
as a way of life.”

She goes to derby practices for
2 hours 4 to 5 times a week. Derby
has even found its way into her
writing.
“I was going to try and graduate
this spring,” Jones said, “and the
stuff I had been writing about for
the last couple of years had nothing
to do with derby. All of a sudden
derby started sneaking into it. So
I’m putting the kibosh on the stuff
I already had and taking an extra
semester to finish this one off.
There are so many great characters.
I don’t even have to invent them.
They’re all real people.”
There is a cost to all the derbying.
Besides all the bumps and bruises,
Jones suffered a concussion in
February.
“We were bouting on February
19 … I was jamming,” Jones said.
“When you jam you are the one
who tries to score points — so you
try and dodge everybody in the
pack to get around. And somehow,
I’m still not sure what really
happened. But I fell backwards,
and I don’t fall backwards much
anymore, but I smoked my head.
Then it was kind of in and out. The
thing is, when there is a big pile up,
you can’t really tell who started it
or what happened.”
Jones recovered quickly from
the concussion and got back on
the rink. Though the experience
did aluminate the possible dangers
involved in derbying, it did not
waver Jones’s love for the sport.
“You have so much support from
these awesome people,” Jones
said, “and you can be whoever you
want to be and it’s okay. There
are all sorts. Some are stay-athome moms, some own their own
businesses, some are students. It’s
like a support group where you hit
people and it’s legal.”

2009 flood waters seen from the Moorhead Center Mall.

BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu

The journey to flood preparation
in Moorhead is going to be a
long and arduous one, nevermind
a simple “12-step program.”
Moorhead’s flood preparation is
about 400 steps in length.
Moorhead city engineer Tom
Trowbridge said the Moorhead
engineering department keeps a
large set of rules the city is to
follow to adequately prepare for
the flood.
“Prior to 2009 it (the prevention

37.80 40.10 34.65 37.34 34.93 35.93 39.57 36.69 37.13 40.84

10
0

1882

1897

Source: cityofmoorhead.com

1952

1969

1989
1979
YEARS

Fundraising efforts aid Japan
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

Fear, confusion and sorrow
reached a devastating height in
Japan due to the earthquake and
tsunami earlier this month. The
MSUM Japan club is raising
money to help aid those affected
by this natural disaster.
According to the United States
Geological Survey at earthquake.
usgs.gov, the earthquake had a
9.0 magnitude, the fourth largest
in the world since year 1900.
The earthquake caused a tsunami,
and also damaged nuclear power
plants, causing the possibility of
radiation poisoning.
“We feel like going back and
help people there,” said Yuichiro
Yoshida, president of Japan club.
“Though we cannot do that soon,
the only thing we can do right
now is collecting donations.”
The club has set up donation
boxes in the CMU near Kise
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The Japan Club has placed multiple donation boxes around campus, including
at the Etcetera Shop in the CMU (above), to help with the Japan earthquake and
tsunami aftermath.

Commons, the Etcetera Shop and
The Compass, in MacClean near
the Dragon Stop and in Nemzek
near the athletic training room
and the health and physical
education department. People
can donate with cash or checks

“This would be the first year
we’ve done advance creation of
sandbags this early,” Bittner said.
Bittner added that the sandbag
production was a result of very high
river levels in early projections.
“We were concerned at three
straight years of flooding we would
run out of volunteers,” Bittner said.
“We underestimated the will of the
people.”
Both cities begin flood fighting
at 17 feet, which is designated as
the “Action Stage.” During this
FLOOD, BACK PAGE
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plan) went up to 60 or so steps,”
Trowbridge said. Following the
record setting flood that spring,
the plan is now up to 400 steps
in length. The current plan also
updated flood stage coverage from
40 feet to 44 feet.
Fargo and Moorhead started
preemptive sandbag production
weeks in advance of the Red River
hitting flood stage, with Moorhead
producing 1.8 million, and Fargo
creating according to city engineer
Mark Bittner, around 2.5 million in
preparation.

Advocate file photo

written to MSUM Japan Club.
Japan club will also be
fundraising on Apr. 6 at the
international bazaar in CMU
101 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
on Apr. 9 during Celebration of
Nations in the CMU ballroom

from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
While all of the Japan club
members are concerned, Yoshida
said none of them lost family due
to the earthquake and tsunami.
“My family are all safe,” he
said. “Fortunately, there is no
Japanese student in MSUM who
lost their family. However, many
of them are experiencing serious
shortage of energy and other
supplies.”
Yoshida said the fundraising is
going well.
“Some people donate,” he said,
“because they have Japanese
friends or are interested in Japan,
but other people donate even
though they have nothing to do
with Japan.”
The club’s fundraising is
supported by American Red
Cross.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
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major finds
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3.31-4.6

3.31 10a.m.-5p.m. Celebration of
Nations information
10:30a.m.-3p.m. Walk a Mile in
Her Shoes
11a.m.-1p.m. Navy Reserves
4.1

8a.m.-5p.m. Transfer Dragon
Days
9a.m.-4p.m. Blood Drive
5-8p.m. Dragon Days Testing

4.2

8a.m.-5p.m. Dragon Days
8:20a.m.-4:30p.m.
Collaboration of Student
Success
7-10p.m. 24-hour Play Festival

4.3

11a.m.-2p.m. Diversity Week
3-8p.m. Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes

4.4

10a.m.-4p.m. Celebration of
Nations information
5:30-7:30p.m. Prepare for the
Fair Workshop
7-8p.m. The People,
Planetarium

4.5

8a.m.-5p.m. Celebration of
Nations information
10a.m.-4p.m. Portfolio Review
Day
1-2p.m. Planetarium Outreach

4.6

8a.m.-10p.m. International
Marketplace
3:30-4:30p.m. College Success
Workshops
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Study Abroad
Will Libyan rebel
gains be short-lived? participants need
to submit all
The U.S. military warns that
the rebels could be rolled back paperwork to office
quickly without continued air
support.
“The regime still vastly
overmatches opposition forces
militarily,” said Gen. Carter
F. Ham, the ranking American
in the coalition operation.
Furthermore, there’s little
sign that Gaddafi loyalists are
defecting.
Ham’s statement comes as
the rebels approach the coastal
city of Sirte after retaking the
towns of Brega and Ras Lanuf
without resistance over the
weekend. Meanwhile, Gaddafi’s
forces continue to lay siege to
the rebel-held city of Misrata
despite allied airstrikes.

New photos from
Army ‘Kill Team’

Rolling Stone has published
new photographs and video of
the alleged crimes of 12 U.S.
soldiers in Afghanistan accused
of forming a “kill team” to
murder Afghan civilians.
The images feature several
mutilated corpses, and the
video shows two U.S. soldiers,
believed to be members of
the “kill team,” shooting two
Afghans on a motorcycle.
Rolling Stone says the Army
tried to cover up the photos in its
efforts to avoid an Abu Ghraiblike scandal. They deleted files
from the computers of more than
a dozen soldiers and even went
to soldiers’ families’ homes to
confiscate copies of the files.
Rolling Stone says, “The
Army may also have been trying
to keep secret evidence that the
killings of civilians went beyond
a few men in 3rd Platoon.”

All students who study abroad,
regardless of the program or location,
must have necessary paperwork on
file in the Office of Study Abroad,
Bridges 250. Students who plan to
study abroad this summer or fall,
or do an international internship,
must stop in to start a file if they
haven’t already done so. This
will ensure that key areas such as
registration and financial aid are
covered correctly.

Foster parents
needed in F-M area

Could you be a foster parent
or know someone who might be
interested?
MSUM Office of Diversity and
Inclusion and Clay County Social
Services will host an information
meeting Thursday, March 31 from
5 to 7 p.m. in MSUM’s Comstock
Memorial Union room 227. An
open house begins at 5 p.m. with
a panel session starting at 5:30 p.m.
The panel will include former foster
children, foster parents, and county
social workers answering questions
about becoming a foster parent.
Please consider providing a safe
and stable home to a youth or a
sibling group in need of a caring
adult.

Visiting juror at
MSUM

The department of art and design
invites visiting juror Lisa Elder
Melander to curate the annual Juried
Student Art Exhibition. Melander, a
corporate curator from Minneapolis,
will be on campus today making her
selections. At 7 p.m., Melander will
give a public presentation about her
job as a corporate curator in The
Center for Business 111. This event
is free and open to the public.

“Cage Against The
Machine” shows at
Plains Art Museum

The Plains Art Museum will
host a one-of-a-kind avant-garde
musical experience Sunday,
April 3.
“Cage Against The Machine”
will feature music from breaking
glass, radios, plucked pianos,
looped recordings, tin cans and
automobile break drums all
being performed simultaneously
in multiple gallery spaces
throughout the Museum from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The immersive
“musicircus” concept of the event
will pay homage to American
composer and avant-garde icon
John Cage, whose philosophies
and
compositions
caused
audiences around the world to
reconsider “What, exactly is
music?”
The evening will feature
performances by members of the
MSUM Percussion Ensemble,
directed by Dr. Kenyon Williams,
and the University Symphony
Orchestra, directed by Dr. Brian
St. John, performing works by
John Cage, Lou Harrison, William
Duckworth, Gavin Bryars and
more as attendees travel from
room to room, observing art,
music and the chance interactions
between them in a true 1960s
vintage “happening.” Tickets for
admission to the museum and
performances are $5 for adults,
$3 for students and seniors.
For
more
information,
contact Dr. Kenyon Williams
at 218.477.4610 or willdrum@
mnstate.edu.

Thursday, March 31, 2011

The Advocate is now
accepting applications
for the following
positions for the 20112012 school year:
-Editor
-Assistant editor
-Photo editor
-A&E editor
-Features editor
-Sports editor
-Copy editor(s)
-Web editor
-Advertising manager
Pick up an application
outside CMU 110.
Apply by April 5.
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MSUM students find jobs after graduation

Nursing graduate provides answers for people in need
BY ERICA KINGSTON
andereri@mnstate.edu

Some students may have
dreamt of becoming a firefighter
or ballerina at a young age.
Celine Schmidt always knew
she wanted to become a nurse.
Graduating in 2007 in the
first class to have the bachelor
of science in nursing program
at MSUM, Schmidt was able to
find a job she enjoys as an RN,
BSN orthopedic phone nurse.
Schmidt began her college
career at Bismarck State College
as a pre-pharmacy major.
Working at a pharmacy during
her first year, she realized
the pharmaceutical end of the
medical field didn’t have the
patient-to-patient contact that
she wanted. Schmidt applied to
the nursing programs at NDSU
and MSUM and, being accepted
by both, chose to study at
MSUM.
“(MSUM) allowed me to
graduate early,” Schmidt said.
“At NDSU, my last semester I
would have had one class left
and they wouldn’t allow me
to graduate early. So, I really
liked that MSUM was willing
to work with me if I worked
hard.”
Since Schmidt was at
MSUM during the first year
they offered the BSN nursing
program, she thought it lacked
organization but was thankful
that it all worked out in the end.
Schmidt accepted a job at
Sanford (formerly MeritCare)
in Fargo a month before her
December graduation.
“(MSUM) didn’t really need
to assist me in finding a job,”
she said. “I think I applied

Celine Schmidt, 2007 MSUM graduate, is an RN, BSN orthopedic phone nurse at the Orthopedic Clinic at Southpointe.

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

on two floors and the first
interview I had, I accepted.”
Schmidt stayed at her first
job for almost two years
before transferring from the
orthopedic/surgical floor at
the South University hospital
at Sanford to her current job
at the Orthopedic Clinic at
Southpointe where she is an
RN, BSN orthopedic phone
nurse.
“Basically what I do is
talk to patient’s all day long
and answer their questions,”

Bodie. Bristol goes to a home
daycare across the street from
the Schmidt’s home wile Celine
and Jonah are at work.
“It warms my heart and
makes me realize how much I
love Jonah when I see him take
care of Bristol,” Schmidt said.
“God has truly blessed me with
Jonah and now Bristol.”

Schmidt said. “They call in for
medication refills, post-surgical
questions, post-injury questions
– broken arms, fractured legs.
Also, they call if they think
they have an infection. I either
give them my advice within my
scope of practice or I talk to the
surgeons.”
Although being a phone nurse
in orthopedics wasn’t her exact
career vision, Schmidt said she
enjoys the work.
“I don’t know if this is what I
pictured myself doing exactly,”

she said. “I did know I was not
one of those people who wanted
to work in the hospital my
whole life, that is for sure. That
is the great thing about nursing
– there are so many different
things you can do.”
Schmidt can’t be labeled
solely as a nurse, though. She
is also a wife and mother.
Her and her husband Jonah,
who is a marketing services
system analyst at Bobcat, have
a one-year-old daughter named
Bristol and a Puggle named

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com

Exercise science graduate takes personal training to the ‘Max’
BY JOHN ENGER
engerjo@mnstate.edu

Kody Krautkremer, 2010 MSUM graduate, is a personal
trainer at Max Training in Moorhead.

Submitted photo

The transition from college to
“real” life can be a difficult one.
Of course, it’s a lot easier when
there is a job waiting on the other
side of the stage.
Kody Krautkremer graduated in
December 2010 with a degree in
exercise science and landed a job
right away as a personal trainer at
Max Training in Moorhead.
“I actually lucked out when
landing a job,” Krautkremer said.
“I was interning for my current
employer over my final semester in
school and was offered a job upon
completing my hours. I know of a
lot of recently graduated students
who are unable to find any sort
of job in their field so I feel very
blessed to be in the situation that
I am in.”
Krautkremer primarily trains
athletes, a group he enjoys for their
ambition and discipline. In the few
months since graduation, his client
list has grown dramatically — a
mathematical mark of success.

To
some,
however,
Krautkremer’s career success
might come as a surprise. He
seems to have been known on
campus more for his fun-loving
nature, than professional bearing.
“One of the funniest moments
I share with Kody probably is
my sophomore year when he and
I were both RAs,” said Andrew
McKenzie, friend of Krautkremer.
“We pulled a prank on one of our
fellow RAs by completely filling
her room with newspaper. Each
of the walls, ceiling, floor, in the
blinds, and in each and every nook
and cranny we could find in her
room. We did that in September
and she still found newspaper in
her room while moving out in
May.”
McKenzie also recounted stories
of office chair jousting, and forts
constructed in dorm lounges. To
all, Krautkremer was central. He
even told of Krautkremer’s bittersweet graduation.
“I actually went to his
graduation
in
December,”
McKenzie said, “and recorded the

video as proof that he actually did
graduate because I thought for
sure he would escape from it if he
could. I don’t know if I have ever
seen someone look so sad to be
graduating.”
These stories might give
the impression of a lack of
professional ambition, but those
who knew Krautkremer well were
not surprised by his career success.
“Kody is the type to find an
adventure in any situation and
in every day,” McKenzie said.
“On top of that he is awesome at
helping people strive to be their
best. So now that he is working
with people and helping them
reach their fitness goals I can’t
imagine how fun he makes that.”
So, in fact, Krautkremer’s love
of adventure and interest in life
may have been the cause of, rather
than a hindrance to, his success.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
blockplane.blogspot.com
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Advocate Editorial Board
South Dakota abortion law
infringes upon protected rights

On March 27, South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard
signed a law mandating that women seeking abortions
undergo counseling at crisis pregnancy centers, or
CPCs. Abortion is a difficult issue, and it’s important to
entertain opposing views. Nonetheless, the new law is
problematic on a number of levels.

The irrational Left

Given the openly religious nature of CPCs, requiring
women to use their counseling services is a clear
violation of the First Amendment.
The Alpha Center, South Dakota’s major CPC located
down the street from the state’s only abortion clinic in
Sioux Falls, advertises a program that offers “a Biblical
perspective on the importance of purity.” Requiring
women to attend this sort of faith-based counseling
session is fundamentally at odds with the constitutional
protection of freedom of religion.
CPCs have a history of spreading false information
regarding reproductive health. For instance, the Alpha
Center claims on its website that abortions increase
a woman’s risk of developing breast cancer and
depression, claims which are not supported by the
scientific community.
The law also requires women to wait three days before
getting an abortion, which is the longest required waiting
period in the U.S. Victims of rape or incest are not
exempt from this waiting period.
While abortion is a contentious issue and states have
the right to pass legislation in its regard, South Dakota
is violating Constitutional rights to preserve a religious
agenda.

Thursday, March 31, 2011

BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
The Bush administration had
an awful relationship with the
scientific community. Over
those eight years, a certain
complacency arose among
liberals who believed that,
contrary to simple-minded
conservatives, they made
scientific,
evidence-based
arguments in supporting their
agenda. The alarmist reaction
to the Fukushima nuclear
power plant in Japan has shown
that this belief is mistaken.
I’m
not
angry,
just
disappointed. I’m also a bit
thankful, because it is much
more enjoyable, contentious
and productive to criticize
liberals than conservatives.
Life is too short to argue
exclusively with those who
think climate change is a hoax,

the rich pay too much tax and
waging war is an efficient antiterrorism measure.
So what is happening at the
reactors in Japan? Were you
to click over to Greenpeace.
org, you would see a very grim
prognosis indeed. It doesn’t say
what the death toll is anywhere
on the site, but judging by
the scary headlines and scarier
graphics, one could only
assume it was in the dozens,
perhaps the hundreds. In fact,
not a single life has been lost
and, though it is too early
to comfortably say, Oxford
physicist Wade Allison said in
a March 26 article for the BBC
that there is a decent chance no
one will die at all.
It isn’t just the evershrieking Greenpeace, though.
Two of my favorite magazines,
The New Yorker and Mother
Jones, have had alarmist
coverage themselves. Elizabeth
Kolbert’s piece “The Nuclear
Risk” in The New Yorker
was especially baffling. In it,
Kolbert floated the prospect of
terrorists targeting a nuclear
plant. Important but manageable
security concerns aside, I was
under the impression that using
terrorism to fear-monger was
a detestable strategy used by
the Bush administration. As
George W. Bush said himself:
“The smoking gun: it could

come in the form of a mushroom
cloud.”
Unsurprisingly,
the
radioactive
corpse
of
Chernobyl has been reanimated
to scare people away from
nuclear energy. Few realize
that only 43 people died as a
result of Chernobyl, most of
whom have short biographies
on Wikipedia.
While their stories are tragic
and often heroic, it’s important
to remember that coal pollution
itself is estimated to kill from
10,000 to 30,000 people each
year (try naming all of them
on Wikipedia). It would take
233 Chernobyl-like events each
year to match the low estimate.
That means that every year
each nuclear reactor in the
United States would have to
reenact Chernobyl — twice.
If the Fukushima reactors
have taught us anything, it’s
that even one more Chernobyl
is extremely unlikely. The
technology has advanced too
far. The Fukushima reactors
themselves where constructed
in the late 1960s and have
weathered an extraordinary
chain of misfortune with very
little loss of life, if any at all.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
mattlech.blogspot.com

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and
must include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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No excuses for cultural ignorance

BY BIBHUSHA KARKI
karkibi@mnstate.edu
“Are you a Napoleon?” A
student approached me with this
question. I was shocked at first,
then thought the real Napoleon
would be so annoyed with this
person, as I am by no means
similar to him. I am a BROWN,
petite woman! Then I realized

he meant Nepalese. People from
Nepal are called Nepalese in the
English version. As we talked
further he said he wanted to
know more about Nepal as he
is thinking about doing a class
project. I was happy to help.
Then questions followed likeDo you have a house? Do you
guys have a car? Have you ever
seen a refrigerator? As soon as
these questions were popped out
I reached the maximum height of
annoyance.
Me coming from a developing
country doesn’t mean I have
never lived in a house, never
seen a refrigerator or car. People
in Nepal do have houses. Nepal
is similar to every other country.
Coming from the U.S. doesn’t
mean the U.S. doesn’t have any
homeless people! It is just like
assuming all people from Africa
don’t get food! At first I wanted

to yell these things to him but
then thought to test his brain
power. Don’t take me wrong
but I was curious to see how
ignorant this fellow in his junior
year was.
About his question regarding
the house, I showed him the
picture of the royal palace and
described it as my house. The
guy bought my story and also
the part of me owning a Ferrari.
Do you think if I could own a
Ferrari I would be here? I would
be somewhere in an expensive
rich school talking beautifully
about poverty. Now you all
might think I was too rude and I
am unreliable. What would you
have done if someone asked you,
do you have a house back home?
Then he asked me questions
about education system of
Nepal. Those questions were of
a similar type. I said to him

it is a requirement of Nepal’s
high school graduation for the
students to be able to climb
Mt. Everest (the tallest mountain
in the world) As expected he
bought my story and asked how
many times have I climbed
it. I replied, I celebrated my
sixteenth birthday on top of Mt.
Everest with family and friends.
I went on giving him all fantasy
answers and he ended up buying
every one of them, making
sincere notes on it.
Now you may wonder why
I didn’t correct him. I think
a college junior interested in
knowing about other countries,
before interviewing someone,
should do the part of researching
about the country. We have the
technology at our fingertips
now. Google answers anything.
Internet is in our phones now!
And yet we remain so isolated,

uneducated. No offense to you
Mr. guy — I thought it was
necessary to educate the rest of
the world that just cramping up
course books and theories does
not make us well educated.
We should be able to use the
things we learn in our classes in
practical life to be well educated.
If it was just books and studying
then why pay thousands of dollars
for college? One can easily get a
book from the library to read
and save all that student debt
money. Also, one should be able
to use common sense and critical
thinking. I am not an expert at
things either. However, I think
that we are couch potatoes with
closed-off minds; otherwise, a
story of a birthday celebration
at 8848 meters high, doesn’t it
seem to good to be true?

since 9/11 even the most socially
inept and current event oblivious
individual will have some opinion
on what’s going on overseas.
Wars are going on everywhere it
seems, and fighting mounts even
within the military itself. I speak
of social fighting; the activist
movements against “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell.”
As someone who was in
the process of enlisting in the
National Guard but was forced to
stop because of this aggravating
“rule”, I figured it was finally
time for me to give justice to all
the able bodied and eager young
men and women who have been
hindered by this policy.
For those of you who have
heard of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,”
but aren’t exactly familiar with
the concept, allow me a moment
to explain the history.
During
preparation
for
WWII the U.S. military added
psychiatric screening to its
induction process. Homosexuality
at this time was labeled as an
indicator of psychopathology and
for the first time, homosexual

people were differentiated from
“normal” people in the military.
In the following decades new
regulations
were
passed
concerning homosexuals serving
in the military and the terms
“desirable” and “undesirable”
discharge were commonplace.
President Bill Clinton, who had
campaigned on the promise that
all citizens should be allowed to
serve in the military regardless of
their sexual orientation, aimed to
change these ways of the military.
Opposing Clinton however, was
the Congress. After Clinton was
inaugurate Congress rushed to
enact the existing gay ban policy
into federal law. The policy they
strove for (Defense Directive
1332.14) was that homosexuality
is incompatible with military
service and those persons whom
engage in homosexual acts or
state that they are homosexual or
bisexual, were to be discharged.
In order to combat this onslaught
of opposition, on Dec. 21, 1993,
the Clinton administration
issued a compromise: Defense
Directive 1304.26, which stated

that military applicants were not
to be asked about their sexual
orientation. This policy is known
as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”
The DADT policy has sparked
heated debate among Democrat,
Republican, pro-gay, and antigay groups and those debates
show no sign of cooling until
another drastic change occurs.
Since it was implemented,
Nathaniel Frank of the Advocate
writes, DADT has ended the
careers of more than 13,000
service members. Because of
this policy, while at the time it
was implemented seemed to be
the only way to go, the growing
awareness for gay rights has
given people the opportunity
to understand just how unfair
the “rules” are. The pressure to
conform to the hetero stereotype
in the military forces people to act
differently — often in negative
ways such as bashing women
and gays — just so that they can
stay in uniform. However it’s not
just the military members that
suffer. Because gay troops are
prohibited from revealing their

sexual orientation, their families
and partners have no way of
accessing the resources offered
to most military families and
are denied access to information
about deployed family members,
including their status, condition,
and return dates. To anyone who
has a loved one in the military,
I ask you, would you be able to
deal with not knowing if they
had been hurt or killed in the line
of duty just because you had to
keep your relationship a secret?
I think not.
And for those of you who have
been “prematurely banned” from
military service due to publicly
coming out, (or even publicly
advocating gay rights and issues
like myself) the sad fact of the
matter is that this policy prohibits
good people from protecting their
country and their loved ones just
because they happen to be the
same gender as themselves.

useful goods. Resting in this
grocery bag of love was special
tea for soothing sore throats
(such as mine), shake mix, a few
freshly washed items of clothing,
a devotional and homemade
gingersnaps. She gave me a care
package and it’s not even close to
finals yet. My heart was warmed.
If your parents are too busy
to put together sweet necessities
or just don’t want to, they can
venture the Internet in search of
provisional gifts. Many sites
are devoted to aiding the poor
– the poor college students in
people’s lives, of course. Sites
such as hipkits.com, boxobo.
com, from-mom.com among
others are devoted to comforting
the collegiate.
After visiting one of these sites,
I entered a previously unknown
dimension of pre-packaged
kindness. If your ma is too busy
to make one for you herself, all

she has to do is spend hours
deciding which package best fits
your needs. “Would he prefer
the Passover or Get Well kit?
No. Maybe I should get him the
April Fool’s package. Ugh. I
don’t know!”
For exam time, there’s a kit
called the Exam Cram which
claims to include “Tools, treats,
and tips for the final crunch.” It
consists of copious amounts of
“caffeine, sugar, vitamin C, quick
healthy snacks, cool stress relief
toys, inspirational messages, plus
some practical supplies.” In the
picture, a slinky was shown. That
toy alone is worth the $39.97
(plus tax). With any luck, a
sticker saying, “You rock!” “You
go girl!” or “Hey, smarty pants!”
would be included as well.
Maybe the inspirational messages
would say heart-warming phrases
like, “You can do it!” or, “You
better do it.”

Instead of doing homework,
a new form of procrastination
is also available: cleaning. If
you aren’t exactly a clean freak,
your parents could send you a kit
devoted to inspiring cleanliness.
If you already are a clean freak,
this array of cleaning goods
would make you the happiest
kid on the block. Since I already
revert to cleaning as a form of
escapism, I would enjoy this kit
greatly.
At first glance, I was a little
disturbed by the “Sealed with a
Kiss” care package. With items
such as a Passion Journal, a Love
Duckie and hot chocolate titled
“Cocoa Amore” I started getting
a little uncomfortable. It was
then that I read the fine print
advising to send this package to
boyfriends/girlfriends, husbands/
wives and the like.
Good,
because I’d get a little nervous if
someone’s parents were buying

them books on “The Art of
Kissing,” as is included in this
passionate package.
The Wall Street Journal named
Hip Kits as the best care package
producer because of the overall
quality and price, so spread the
news to your elders if you desire
kindness in a box.
Personally, I would find any
of these boxes intriguing and
sweet, but I prefer the sweet
thoughtfulness my mother thinks
of herself. My mom made those
gingersnaps for me. She knows
I suffer from sore throats almost
daily. She knows I love nutrition
shakes.
She also knows I don’t have
finals right now, but she cares so
much she brought these items to
me anyway. That’s what I call a
care package.

Don’t accept ‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’

BY TARA SCHUELLER
schuelleta@mnstate.edu
Over the years I have watched
many friends and colleagues go
through Army, Navy, Marine,
and National Guard training and
preparation. An old high school
classmate of mine has just come
back from a tour in Iraq and
another has just shipped out, and
every time I read the paper I can’t
help but feel nervous as I scan
over the news.
The military has been a huge
part of our country for as long
as anyone can remember and

It’s always a good time to care

BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu
With roughly 21 full school
days left to complete before our
joyful hearts depart from school
for the summer, parents should
start thinking about what their
darling children (ages 18 and
up) need in their care packages
before finals.
I saw my mother today and
she brought me thoughtful and
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MSUM artist returns to pursue art education degree
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

Jescia Hopper graduated with
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 2009,
but she’s back again after finding
her true focus.
After applying to a private,
expensive, far away graduate
school, she decided to come back
to MSUM for an art education
degree.
“My main goal of going to
graduate school was to teach,”
Hopper said. “I wanted to
teach college, but I came to the
realization that it doesn’t really
matter who I teach, as long as
I’m teaching somebody and
somebody wants to learn from
me.”
As an Artist in Residence for
the North Dakota Council on the
Arts, Hopper put her teaching and
art skills to the test – first with
high school students and then on
the elementary school level.
The grants provide funding for
an art professional to teach and
all related supplies and travel
costs. In return, the project must
include a community-giving
element as well as art instruction.
“I think the experience is really
invaluable,” Hopper said. “It’s an
awesome tool to get my feet wet.
I have my practicum placements
here, but when I’m doing a
residency, I’m the professional
coming in. It’s really kind of
a role reversal, whereas here
I’m a student, I come in and I
student teach, but there I’m the
knowledgeable professional.”
For her first residency at
Mandan High School, where
she taught block printing and
a community workshop, Hopper

Jescia Hopper, MSUM graduate, works on a portrait in her studio space in the Center for the Arts.

hadn’t had the foundational
knowledge in education.
“I didn’t have that background
in pedagogy yet,” she said. “Now
that I do, I feel so much more
comfortable working with the
students and I know more what
I’m doing because I’m able to
relate those things together – the
art and the pedagogy.”
Her second residency was
at Christ the King elementary
school in Mandan, N.D., where
she taught linoleum cuts. To

Jescia Hopper teaches third graders at Christ the King
elementary in Mandan, N.D.

Submitted Photo

give back to the community,
the students arranged an art
exhibition at a nursing home.
“I was a little worried that
students wouldn’t be able
to grasp the concept of relief
printing,” Hopper said. “After
lots of examples, they really got
it and I was impressed with a lot
of their images. I think they did
an excellent job.”
The students also benefit
from having a professional artist
in the classroom for hands-on
experience that they may be
lacking.
“They may get art once a week,
they may get art once a month,
they may not get any art at all,”
Hopper said. “Bringing in an
art in residence gives students
a chance to experience good art
instruction and what it can do.
It might inspire some students
who may have never had an art
experience to be really interested
in art.”
Prioritizing art education
is something Hopper feels
passionately about.
“That whole race to the top
thing is about innovation and
creativity, but we’re going to
push math and science,” she said.
“If you push art, you will get that
creativity and imagination and

Photos by JESSE TRELSTAD •jtrelstad.com

innovation – that’s the whole bunch of old men, an icon of
point.”
Madonna and child replaced by
With teaching two practicum, her as the dinosaur holding a
residencies and classes, she stuffed dinosaur.
hasn’t found much time to work
Hopper’s work can be seen
on anything of personal interest. online at www.jesciahoffman.
She plans to use the money from
To read more from this writer,
the N.D. Council on the Arts to
view her blog at
take time off to work on painting
rachelleingang.blogspot.com
this summer.
Hopper tailored a
children’s dinosaur
costume to fit her and
is creating a series of
watercolor, colored
pencil and ink works
based on the concept
of growing up.
“I wear this and
go into really adult
situations because it’s
kind of my hesitance
toward becoming an
adult because paying
taxes isn’t fun,” she
said. “I just want to
escape back to a time
when I could just wear
my dinosaur costume
and run around and
climb trees.”
The series features
witty juxtapositions
of old and young –
the dinosaur in a bar
drinking beer with a Jescia Hopper is a 2009 graduate of Fine Arts.

Music professor lectures about ‘The White Album’
BY SADIE JONES
jonessad@mnstate.edu

The Beatles. Just the name can
flood the brain with songs that
defined a generation and have
now been made into a popular
video game and a motion picture.
MSUM music professor Henry
Gwiazda, a Beatles enthusiast, had
a few interesting thoughts about
the fab four and their influence on
modern music.
The Plains Art Museum is
currently running their exhibition
“The White Album: The Beatles
Meet the Plains,” a body of work
that matches paintings from the
Plains Art Museum’s permanent
collection to songs from “The
Beatles,” known to most people as
“The White Album.”

Gwiazda was asked to lecture
about The Beatles and why the
“The White Album” matters.
Though he is an avid fan, Gwaizda
doesn’t consider himself a Beatles
expert, doesn’t care for “The White
Album” and definitely doesn’t
accept the title of Beatleologist.
“I’m not a ‘Beatleologist,”
Gwiazda said. “What I am is a
person who knows entirely too
much about (The Beatles) but I’m
not a Beatles scholar. I’m not an
expert. I do have a certain amount
of knowledge about it and I do
have some interesting perspectives
about it. Especially since I’m old
enough to have lived through it.
But I don’t know if that means
anything.”
Most Beatles fans would
agree that, in comparison to

their other albums, “The White
Album,” might be the Beatles least
developed work. So when Coleen
Sheehy, director/CEO of the Plains
Art Museum, asked Gwiazda to
give a lecture about “The White
Album,” he decided he might have
to change the topic a bit.
“(Sheehy) asked me to do a talk
on the ‘White Album,’” Gwiazda
said. “I don’t like the ‘White
Album.’ So I have been wondering
what I’m going to say. I finally
figured out a theme for the talk,
and it’s about why The Beatles
went to Rishikesh, (India). They
were supposed to go there for three
months and no one’s really talking
about why they went. If you read
a biography they just say ‘Oh the
Beatles went to Rishikesh.’ And
that’s all they say. My question is

why did they go there? Why did
they go there then? What were they
hoping to achieve? What did they
want and did they get it?”
The lecture will also touch on
something relatable to almost every
person, in his or her professional,
student or home lives, Beatles fan
or not.
“I think in this case, maybe
an insight into the meaning of
success,” Gwiazda said. “What
does success mean? Because
obviously The Beatles, they had
everything. What more did they
want? Everybody wanted to be
them, they had as much money as
they could use, they had critical
success, they had popular success,
isn’t that more than what most
people achieve in their lifetime?
What’s missing? That’s the topic

of the lecture. So I’d like people
to come away with thinking about
what success is in their own lives.”
The viewing of the gallery will
be tonight from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
iPods with “The White Album” on
them to listen to while viewing the
gallery. The Plains Art Museum
will also be providing iPods to
those who do not have their own.
The lecture will be from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.
For more information please
visit www.plainsart.org or call 701232-3821.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
sadielizjones.blogspot.com
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‘Angles’: Not meant for beginning Strokes fans

BY MATT LECH
lehma@mnstate.edu

Album
Review

Nearly a decade ago, The
Strokes released perhaps the
most important album of the
last ten years. 2001’s “Is This

It” is the album that launched a
thousand acts: Franz Ferdinand,
The White Stripes, The Vines
and Arctic Monkeys to name a
few. The vanguard of the postpunk revival, The Strokes may
not have been the best band in
the world, but, more importantly,
they were the coolest.
“Angles,” released on March
22, is The Strokes first album
since 2006 on March 22. It’s safe
to say that it won’t have the same
impact. Not that The Strokes
will be too disappointed — lead
singer Julian Casablancas has
already admitted that the band
reunited not to make great music
but because “the offers were so
crazy that we had to say yes.”
It shows.
There are decent songs, to be
sure, but decent is a letdown
when it comes to The Strokes.
They have created a new sound,
continuing the move away from
the garage-rock sound that made
them popular. Musical evolution
is commendable when done well,
but in this case listeners are left
with an unfocused mess made by
talented musicians. 		

‘Sucker Punch’ fails to excite

Submitted Photo

BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu

Zac Snyder’s “Sucker Punch” is
filled with dynamic, bombastic and
over-the-top fight scenes featuring
beautiful fetishized women facing
off with robots, dragons and
everything in between.
But Snyder forgot to bring
enough video-game controllers for
everyone to enjoy his movie.
“Sucker Punch” is about Baby
Doll (played by Emily Browning),
a girl who’s left a large inheritance
and an abusive stepfather from her
recently deceased mother. She is
attacked by her angry stepfather
because he received none of the
inheritance. Naturally, he sends her
to an insane asylum for defending
herself and her younger sister from
his enraged and violent advances.
She then fantasizes the asylum is

a gentleman’s club and she can
escape by retrieving items from
a fantasy world she journeys to
via erotic dance. She retrieves the
items by vanquishing foes with
swords and guns and explosions in
increasingly far-fetched set pieces.
She then can use those items to
escape. It’s simple really.
What really matters: The escape
plan from the asylum is an excuse
for attractive women with stripper
names (Baby Doll, Sweet Pea,
Rocket, Amber, Blondie) to engage
in special effects action bonanzas.
The fight scenes are structured
like any new video game on the
market. A wise old man (played by
Scott Glenn) gives the girls their
weapons for each mission, a short
briefing and some sage wisdom as
they embark toward their target.
The conceit in each scene is that

the five girls must find a fantasy
equivalent of an object they aim to
procure in the “real” world.
“Sucker Punch” is precisely the
type of movie that supports itself on
fight scenes. Snyder seems to have
made an honest effort to squeeze
almost every recognizable nerdantagonist imaginable into this film
including: samurai, dragons, robots,
orcs that appear lifted straight
out of “Lord of the Rings” and
steam-powered-World-War-I-robot
Germans (surely zombies, pirates
and ninjas will make the deleted
scenes on the DVD release). For all
the fine looking special effects and
fan pleasing foes, the fight scenes
never really deliver serious conflict,
and the audience never worries nor
cares for the protagonists.
Additionally, the set pieces come
off as far too sterile as a result
of the “pick-a-genre sampler” set
up. The film becomes routine —
another dance, another fade into
a fight scene. The first fight is an
exception to this rule, retaining some
mystery and featuring functional
cinematography and some solid
choreography.
The film’s writing and flat
characters seem determined to
keep the audience from becoming
invested. The five girls are
distinguishable by their hair color,
outfit and their functions in the
action scenes. They aren’t given
the chance to grow during the
plot with the major antagonist,
Blue (over-acted by Oscar Isaac),
showing weak motivations for
his overreactions. Sweet Pea and
Rocket hold potential for growth
as sisters with conflicting views
on how to survive the ordeal, but
cliched dialogue keeps the audience
from buying it.
In the end the whole movie just
seems needlessly contrived. The
fight scenes hold no weight and
serve literally no function to the
real plot. A forgivable offense for a
popcorn movie, but in this case the
action just doesn’t hold up its end of
the bargain.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
mattjbeckman.blogspot.com

The album starts with one of
the aforementioned “decent”
songs, “Machu Picchu.” The
song begins with some chirpy
reggae upstrokes and features
some pretty catchy guitar riffs.
The next song is “Under
Cover of Darkness,” which
is vintage Strokes and, being
the first song released, raised
expectations immensely. It’s a
great and incredibly catchy song
reminiscent of their big hit “Last
Nite,” but with more mature
guitar playing.
“Two Kinds of Happiness” is
also pretty good, busting loose
with a guitar we can only wish
Michael Jackson had a chance
to dance to. There’s a lot going
on in this song, and for the most
part it works. It doesn’t feel like
The Strokes, though.
“Games” and “Call Me Back”
are the real clunkers. “Games”
would take too much creative
energy to insult properly, and
“Call Me Back” isn’t much more
than an interlude.
“Gratisfaction” is an upbeat
song reminiscent of the fun part

of The Beatles catalogue. It does
venture very close to sounding
like the theme song to a sitcom
from the 1970s, however.
“Metabolism” is the most
progressive and technical song
on the album. It will probably
make fans of the “Rock Band”
videogames salivate, which
illustrates just how far The
Strokes have fallen from being
the coolest band in the world.
“Life Is Simple In The
Moonlight” is the last and best
song on the album. Casablancas’s
moody vocals are perfectly
complimented with tasteful
guitar playing. It’s the one song
that will tempt listeners to give
“Angles” another spin after the
disappointment wears off.
Fans of The Strokes will
inevitably listen to this album,
but non-fans shouldn’t bother.
The Strokes claim to have begun
their next album already. They
should reconsider.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
mattlech.blogspot.com
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High Risk High aims at college
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

While North Dakota continues
to top binge drinking lists and
Fargo regularly makes the list
as one of the drunkest cities in
the U.S., Prairie Public’s High
Risk High looks to confront these
issues.
“The project’s mission has
been to explore the impact of
youth drinking on individuals
and communities and to explore
the programs, policies and people
working to address the problem,”
said Meg Lindholm, High Risk
High project producer.
What started in 2009 as a radio
and website appeal to teachers,
students and parents is now
becoming a multimedia project
focusing on their website www.
highriskhigh.org and Facebook.

The Facebook group “High
Risk High – College” is aimed
at the core drinking issues
associated with college students
by allowing them to interact as
peers.
Lindholm believes young
people can learn best from their
peers.
“I began gathering testimonials
from young people, including
college students from around the
state talking about the negative
toll alcohol has taken on their
lives,” she said. “One testimonial
is from Heather, a college student
and a single mom who talks
about her addiction to alcohol,
and how wanting to be a better
mother to her daughter helped her
overcome her addiction.”
Peer testimonials like Heather’s
help college students see the
personal side of binge drinking.

“What I think college students
learn is that there are downsides
to drinking,” Lindholm said.
“The stories from the High Risk
High project aren’t bloody or
outlandish. They illustrate real
problems that occur to real people
because of drinking.”
To get involved, students
can begin by posting questions
or comments on the Facebook
page and take advantage of the
interactive nature of the online
forum.
“College
students
can
benefit from HRH by learning
about other college students’
experiences with alcohol,” said
Suzanne Redekopp, a Concordia
junior who is also the Facebook
producer of High Risk High.
“Hopefully this can help prevent
youth drinking, or at least help
people make smarter decisions if

they choose to drink.”
By participating in the
Facebook group, students could
win Best Buy gift cards. But for
Lindholm, the ideas behind the
group are more important than
the potential prizes.
“We think the conversation
about drinking is an important
one to have,” she said. “Too
many people either fail to see
any problem with drinking or
drinking is seen as a given something that’s part of the fabric
of life in our state. Yet when
young people get into car crashes
or perform poorly academically,
then all is not well or right with
the status quo. And it’s time to
ask, could life be different?”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

A peek into Frick expansion

Jesse Trelstad • www.jtrelstad.com

Revealed behind a removed construction barrier in Flora Frick is the early stages of a new Sodexo eatery. The new eatery will be located where the post office used to be.

Eastern
class visit
enriches
students
BY SADIE JONES
jonessad@mnstate.edu

MSUM students have the
opportuinity to travel to China
and Mongolia as part of an allinclusive, three-credit summer
program offered by the School
of Business.
Dr. Ruth Lumb, associate
professor of marketing, has
been facilitating the China
business trip since 2004.
This year, in addition to
visiting Hong Kong, Beijing,
Chongqing and Xi’an, students
will be visiting Mongolia.
In a little under a month,
students will see some main
cultural places in each of
the cities they visit as well
as two campuses and multiple
businesses.
“It’s not a drive-by tour. I
really want the students, as
much as possible, with people
from the other countries.”
Lumb said.
At each stop, a student expert
will give a presentation about
the town they are visiting, what
to do and what to see with the
free time the students have at
each stop.
“(Students) pick certain cities
and then certain topics where
they’re the student expert.
There’s not time for everybody
to read everything about every
city so when we’re in Beijing,
for example, the Beijing expert
will give a tutorial on Beijing,”
Lumb said.
The trip is open to any student
at MSUM, as long as they have
a valid passport. Lumb thinks
students will gain more than
just memories on the trip.
“I think it gives (students) a
better perspective, in terms of
their career or future studies or
whatever, what the competition
is,” Lumb said. “Other
countries tend to know more
about us then we know about
them. Just to see what’s going
on and how that will apply
personally as they finish their
studies at MSUM or as they go
on to graduate school or as they
start their career.”
Lumb hopes students will
also gain something that will
remain with them throughout
the rest of their lives.
“(I hope they gain) an
awareness that there’s more
out there then what’s right
in our area here or even in
the United States the effect
of globalization on China and
now Mongolia, the fact that
we’re interdependent, it’s not
just the United States and we
don’t have this special place in
the world anymore.”
Students can still sign up for
the China-Mongolia business
trip until Friday. They will
need a valid passport and
need to fill out an application.
Applications can be picked
up at 207G in the Center for
Business.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
sadielizjones.blogspot.com
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WHO gives student rare opportunity
BY KELSIE O’KEEFE
okeeke@mnstate.edu

After being turned down 23 times,
senior geo-sciences major Carl Fjeld
will be spending his summer in an
office overlooking Lake Geneva in
Switzerland.
Fjeld will be the first MSUM
student intern for the World Health
Organization, the directing and
coordinating authority for health
within the United Nations system.
“Never give up on something you
want,” Fjeld said.
Although thousands apply, mostly
graduate or PH.D. students, WHO only
takes on approximately 100 summer
interns worldwide. Fjeld was selected
for the tools and assessments team
among applicants with prestigious
educational backgrounds including
Harvard, Princeton, Oxford and
University of Paris Medical School.
He will be the only American to
participate.
“I’m very excited to be on a team
that will revamp the hiring process
of an organization that is as large as

this,” Fjeld said.
WHO
has
60,000
full-time
employees and more than 3 million
volunteers worldwide.
Fjeld asked his soon to be WHO
supervisor what set him apart from
the others. He was told it was his
major and minors combination along
with his public relations management
experience.
“I believe what sets me apart is
my ability to interact with difference
cultures,” Fjeld said. “I lived in
Europe when I was in the U.S. Regular
Army. I was stationed on the GermanFrench boarder and 95 percent of
my friends were either French or
German nationalists. The culture is
very different than here in the United
States when you spend all your time
off from work with Europeans that are
not affected by American traditions
and cultures.”
WHO operates in 147 countries,
providing leadership on global health
matters, shaping the health research
agenda, setting norms and standards,
articulating evidence-based policy
options, providing technical support

to countries and monitoring and
assessing health trends.
“The World Health Organization, I
believe, is important because it is in
the fore front of handling international
issues that are affected by economic
crisis, including levels of poverty,
transportation infrastructure, water
and sanitation,” Fjeld said.
Fjeld turned down a 10-week
internship with the U.S. State
Department in Suva, Fiji for the
three-month WHO internship at its
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland
beginning May 16.
Fjeld is happy to answer student
questions about WHO internships
or other intern opportunities. Fjeld
said there are more internships than
students realize and he wants to help
others find opportunities. Students
may contact Fjeld at fjeldca@mnstate.
edu.
Fjeld said, “The opportunities are
endless.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
kelsieokeefe.blogspot.com

Jessica Fleming • The Advocate

Carl Fjeld will be the first MSUM student to ever intern at the
World Health Organization this summer.

Old Raven space heads in new direction
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

The local music scene now
has an organic, community-run
venue in a familiar location.
The New Direction, started by
Chuck Wang, Jack Stenerson,
Jed Felix and Rusty Steele, is
a place for all ages and all
musical interests, located in the
old Red Raven location at 14
Roberts Street North.
“There’s not a ton of places
like this,” Stenerson said.
“We’ve all gone on little tours
and gone to cities, and you
rarely find a place that’s do-ityourself and run by kids like
us.”
Stenerson and Wang said that
the all ages scene has really
declined in the past years, and
they’re looking to reverse that
trend.
“Most venues are run by
someone excluded from the
music scene that don’t really
know what’s going on, they’re
just there because they can get
so much money every month,”
Wang said. “There are places
that can do all ages shows, but
the rent is outrageous and the
venues will stiff you. There’s
not enough youth-oriented
places. Kids are bored in FargoMoorhead – there’s not a lot to
do really.”
The New Direction aims to
expand and in the future service
the community in other avenues
aside from music.
“First and foremost, it is
a music venue,” Wang said.
“That’s probably what the main
use is going to be, but we want
to do other things, too. We want
to cater to different ideas – we
could do art shows, bake sales,
comedy, improv. (The space)
is the perfect size to do lots of
small events.”
The founding members have
extensive knowledge of booking
and playing shows at venues
across the country (Wang has
been booking for 10 years), so

they know what they’re looking
for in a place of their own.
“We’re trying to make it a
youth-oriented place and we’re
trying to make it comfortable,”
Wang said. “We want to have a
place for touring bands where
they can come in, see that
GoldenEye is in the 64, and be
like hell yeah.”
Stenerson knows the perks
of being comfortable while on
tour.
“I played a show in Omaha
and I slept on a pile of 2-by4s because there was no other

place in the venue,” he said.
“It’s nice that they can just sit
down in a comfy chair.”
The venue doesn’t profit from
shows and all revenue goes right
back into the venue. In order
to raise more funds for rent,
utilities and some upcoming
projects, The New Direction
will have benefit shows at the
end of every month.
“We don’t want to overcharge
for anything,” Stenerson said.
“A lot of venues around town
are just in it to make money.
And places jack up the prices

because they think they have a
monopoly on it, and we never
want to do that.”
Down the line, they’d like to
be able to spread the revenue.
“We want to be able to
pay local bands (for playing)
eventually,” Wang said, “just
to let them know we’re serious
and that we appreciate them
playing all of our shows. It’d be
nice to give them some sort of
compensation for it.”
With all the business and
legal issues mostly straightened
out, licenses purchased and
bank accounts opened, The New
Direction hopes to continue
to be a place for the diverse
local music community to come
together.
“We want to try to make it a
variety,” Wang said. “We don’t
want to do eight punk shows in
one month. We kind of want to
mix it up so we get a different
crowd coming in each time.”
In the first month of operation,
they booked six shows, all of
which nearly sold out. The
entire space can hold about 100
people. The initial success has
Stenerson and Wang hopeful for
the future of the venue.
“It’d be cool to do it as long
as we can and then see the kids
that are coming after us and
hand it off to them eventually,”
Stenerson said.
Despite the optimism, Wang
realizes that they can’t focus on
the future too much.
“It’d be cool to see this open
10 years down the road,” Wang
said. “Right now it’s wishful
thinking.”
To donate money, VHS tapes,
Nintendo 64 games or anything
else, email newdirectionfargo@
gmail.com. The group also has
a Facebook page and PayPal
account. They are open during
shows and will possibly look
to add regular hours in the
summer.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

The New Direction
Event Calendar
Thursday, March 31
5:30 p.m. $5
Monthly Benefit:
Paperback Novelty,
Animal Lover, Aemeth,
Lies of a Traitor
Tuesday, April 5
5:30 p.m.
$8
Daytrader, Crooked
Ways
Friday, April 8
5:30 p.m.
$6
I, Apparatus, It Came
From the Sea
Saturday, April 9
6 p.m.
$6
The Sky Apart, and
more
Friday, April 15
6:30 p.m.
$5
Ian Johnson, Riesage,
Remember me
Sunday, April 24
6 p.m.
$7
Fuck the Facts, Ken
Mode, Sleeping in
Gethsemane, How
Accidents Happen
Wednesday, April 27
6 p.m.
Amarok, Benefactor,
Aemeth, Braindeer
Saturday, April 30
5:30 p.m.
$5
Monthly Benefit:
Jenkins Then Fall, As
of Yet, Alien Parachute,
Creatures of Habit

Sports
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Student overcomes heart surgery,
recovers to run Fargo half-marathon
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

MSUM senior Andrew Jason
will have a different feeling in
his heart than most people when
he crosses the finish line of the
2011 Fargo half-marathon.
Jason was born with a bicuspid
aortic valve — an aortic valve
that has two leaflets, instead
of three — and was diagnosed
with endocarditis in 2010.
Endocarditis is inflammation
of the inside lining of the heart
chamber and heart valves.
As a result, Jason’s muscles
were not getting the proper

quantities of blood.
“I fell asleep a lot (in class)
and I couldn’t figure out why,”
Jason said. “Also, my muscles
always got really sore because
not enough blood was going
to it. I ran the Fargo marathon
last may and by September I
couldn’t run a mile.”
Shortly after running the
marathon, Jason took a road
trip with a friend to climb
mountains in Montana. Despite
feeling good enough to swim,
run and climb on his trip, Jason
started to feel ill upon his
return.
It was a trip to his parent’s

Andrew Jason returns to running after being stuck in the hospital.

Submitted photo

house in Bemidji, Minn., that
potentially saved his life after
feeling sick for quite some
time.
“Whenever I would go home
they would just notice that
I would looked weaker and
weaker, I wasn’t eating and I
was always complaining about
something hurting,” Jason said.
“Finally, one night, my dad just
started doing some research
and he was like ‘We are going
to the doctor tomorrow and I
don’t care what you say.’”
On Sept. 18, 2010, Jason was
told he had endocarditis and
surgery to correct the problem
was scheduled.
“They said that if I wouldn’t
have went (to the emergency
room), in a week or two I
would have lost consciousness
and maybe died,” he said. “I
was scared obviously. I prayed
a lot, I don’t do that a whole lot
but I definitely did then.”
The surgery was scheduled
for December – over winter
break – but after the scare of
narrowly missing a stroke, the
surgery was moved up.
“I was told afterwards
how Dr. Newman began the
operation by hooking me up
to a respirator to do all my
breathing. Then another tube
was inserted down my nose and
throat to prevent liquid and air
from collecting in the stomach.
Then my heart was stopped
and cooled,” Jason wrote in an
article for Doing it Downtown
(doingitdt.areavoices.com).
“Without going into graphic
detail my aortic valve was cut
off and my new mechanical
valve, consisting of two carbon
leaflets in a ring covered with
polyester knit fabric, was
attached.”
Jason
soon
developed
complications from the surgery.
“After I had the surgery I
had to go back in because I
had fluid in my chest,” he said.
“And that was really painful.

“

They said that if I wouldn’t
have went (to the emergency
room), in a week or two I
would have lost consciousness
and maybe died. I was scared
obviously. I prayed a lot, I
don’t do that a whole lot but I
definitely did then.
Andrew Jason, MSUM senior

That was a lot more painful
than the actual surgery was.”
Being active and independent
again, even on the simplest
level, was hard for Jason after
the surgery.
“I live on the second floor
of my house and I had to
take a break walking up my
stairs,” he said. “I’m a lot more
appreciative about things.
I used to kind of ditch on
my friends a lot but now I
understand the importance of
friends and family and what
they are there for. They are the
ones who really helped me get
through it.”
At first it was difficult to
live with the thought that death
is a possibility but it forced

Jason to make some beneficial
changes to his lifestyle.
“I eat a lot healthier (now),”
Jason said. “I used to go out
and party a lot with my friends,
now I’m usually the one that is
driving.”
Jason feels 100 percent, but
the side effects from the drugs
required and the thoughts of
death still plague him from
time-to-time.
“Two weeks ago, I passed
out and went to the ER. I
had trouble breathing,” Jason
said. “I got all dizzy and I
thought (this could be) the end.
It turned out that it was just a
side effect from the drug but
it still crosses my mind a lot.”
Despite spending 23 days in
the hospital and undergoing two
surgeries, Jason will be running
the 2011 Fargo half-marathon
with his new heart.
He will be running for Hope
Inc., an organization that gives
disadvantaged and disabled
kids the ability to live life and
do what other kids do.

To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

REPORTER WANTED
The Advocate is looking for a sports reporter to cover
weekend events for the rest of the semester.
If interested in the position, contact
sports editor Michael Smith at
smithmi@mnstate.edu or
stop by The Advocate office

1825 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.233.3161

409 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616

1506 Central Ave. NE
E. Grand Forks, MN
218.773.9997

517 Washington Ave.
Detroit Lakes, MN
218.847.1099

Glassblower owned | visit http://mellowmood.co

Sports
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Bookstore, athletics raise money for scholarships
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

The MSUM Bookstore is
connecting with the Athletics
Department for the sixth annual
Walk the Dragon event.
The event precedes the Dragons
Fire Walk for Athletics and also
aims to raise money for athletic
scholarships.
“It is an event that the
bookstore sponsors and it goes
the week before the Dragon
Fire Walk,” said Sue Knutson,
general merchandise buyer
for the bookstore. “Anyone, it
can be students, faculty, staff
or the general public can come
on campus and walk the six-site
route.”
Each time you walk to a stop on
the route, a person at that facility
will stamp the form that will be
handed out to those interested in
participating.
The bookstore will donate $3
per six-site route walked during
April 11–15 in an attempt to reach
the goal of $5,000 donated. This
goal has not been reached during
the six-year existence of the
event.
Once the form has six stamps,
it needs to be brought to the
bookstore for the donation to take
place.

“We were at $4,800 last year,”
Knutson said. “We have high
hopes. We would like to hit
$5,000. We were so close last year
and I think with the right weather
and the right promotion, there is
no reason why we shouldn’t be
able to do that. We tally them
up at the end of the week, get a
total number and the money is
transferred at that point.”
The six sites on the route
include: International students
services (CMU 229), counseling
center (Bridges 260), athletic
office (Nemzek 133/134), alumni
house, elementary and early
education department (Lommen
211) and the human resources
office (Ownes 214).
“This year we are promoting
it a little bit different,” Knutson
said. “(We are) using different
facets like Facebook, reaching a
little more out into the community
than we did prior to this.”
The event kicks off at Nemzek,
as a large group will walk all
six sites on Monday, April 11,
starting at 2 p.m.
“Last year we had over 200
people do the kickoff walk,”
Knutson said. “It was pretty
impressive seeing everyone
in their red walking around
campus.”
Other than the six-site walk,

the bookstore will also make
a donation for athletic team
practices and 30-minute workouts
at the Wellness Center.
“It helps us out (with the
addition) of the Wellness Center
and the athletic team practices
because it is hard to get students
and faculty to want to go out and
walk a six-site route,” Knutson
said. “It is during the day, during
your work day when you have to
take a half hour or more out of
your time to go on a walk.”
If the six-site route is walked
a total of five times and stamped
properly, the individual will win
a free T-shirt.
“It is really a fun event for
us. What we are trying to do is
encourage health and wellness
for everybody,” Knutson said.
“We like to be involved with the
university as much as we possibly
can. I just think it is a great way
for us to try and mesh with our
university and departments as a
whole. To be able to get outside
and walk around, it helps people
to go out and be happier.”
For more information on the
walk, visit the bookstore’s social
media site at www.facebook.
com/dragonbookstore.
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

Fargo Force hold college night
Advocate Staff Reports
The Fargo Force hockey team play host to the
Des Moines Buccaneers tonight at 7:05 p.m. inside
the Scheels Arena in Fargo.
The U.S. Army is sponsoring college night at the
arena. Student will get into the game for $5 with a

We now offer
computer repair services.
Call now to inquire about:

- Virus & Spyware removal
- Hardware upgrades
- Software troubleshooting
- Home networking setup
- Free Consultaion

college ID.
Beer will be on special with $2 pounders and $1
hot dogs.
Fargo is currently in fourth place of the United
State Hockey League’s western conference with a
record of 32-20 this season.
The Force look to snap a five-game losing steak
as they take on Des Moines who had lost three of
the teams last five games.
For more information call 701.364.3672 or visit
fargoforce.com.

JESSE TRELSTAD • jtrelstadphoto.blogspot.com

One of the T-shirts given away as prizes, hanging the of bookstore office of
Sue Knutson.
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FLOOD, FROM FRONT
time, both cities engage their
prevention plans (aside from
sandbag production), checking
sewer lines and flood gates, and
closing them as needed.
Serious steps are taken once the
river reaches 18 fleet, which is
designated as “Flood Stage,” and is
also where the plans for the cities
begin to differ.

“There isn’t really a whole
lot of coordination between us,”
Tom Trowbridge, Moorhead city
engineer, said. “Aside from bridge
closings — doesn’t do a whole lot
of good to close a bridge from one
side.”
Usually the Department of
Transportation makes the call on
when to close a street. The Main
Avenue bridge and I-94 being two

CLASSIFIEDS

For Rent

Services

FREE Pregnancy testing
and confirmation
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
or 701.237.6530

For Rent

Large 2 Bedroom
apartments for lease
starting June 1st. $300 per
month summer rate, goes
to 475 per month in the
fall. Or start August 1st at
$475 per month. Heat and
water paid.
Call Jon @ 218-790-4866.

For Rent

RECENTLY
REDECORATED
3 bedroom apartment, heat
and water paid, off street
parking. This is a crime
free building, no smoking,
no pets. $650/mo.
218-233-1545 or
218-233-5026.

Reach thousands of
students by
advertising in The
Advocate
Call 218-477-2365
for more information.
OR email advocate@
mnstate.edu

Reserve your apartment or
house now for
2011 school year.
Many options available.
1,2,3 bedroom apartments
3,4,5 bedroom houses
Washer/Dryers and
parking included
Units available near
MSUM, NDSU, Concordia
We update our website
everyday. Log on or call
today for a showing.
RKAK Realty & Property
Management, Inc
www.RkakRentals.com
Phone: 218-227-0000

For Rent

1-2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS near MSUM.
$385 - $540 based on
size and location.
Heat and Water Paid,
NO PETS.
Call Patty at the Property
Shop 701-238-2284

Employment
Looking for Fun
Individuals to work at
a new bar opening in
downtown Fargo. The
Pickled Parrot is coming
soon. If you are an
experienced Bartender
or Server come join our
team. If you don’t have
experience but want to
learn you can apply too.
Email Mark Riggs at
royallanes@yahoo.com
to apply.

major examples.
“Our first step at 18 feet is to
create the levee on Elm Street,”
Bittner said. Bittner added that
for the most part, city efforts are
directed toward closing streets and
constructing sandbag levees.
Fargo has made an effort to do
away with the trend of installing
temporary levees and move toward
the creation of semi-permanent
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levees.
“We got tired of putting in
levees and taking them out every
year,” Bittner said. Every year with
assistance from FEMA and the
Corps of Engineers Fargo would
put in emergency levees, but they
had to be torn down every year.
“The levees are put in in lessthan-ideal conditions. It’s not ready
for the next time you need it,”

Bittner said.
City plans don’t alter much from
18 to 30 feet Trowbridge said. After
30 feet is when Moorhead begins to
construct their temporary levees.
Major bridge closures take
place at 28 feet, with 12th Avenue
N bridge between Fargo and
Moorhead being closed. At 34 feet
the First Avenue N bridge also
closes.

Diversity reflected through events
BY ERICA KINGSTON
andereri@mnstate.edu

With over 380 international
students on campus, MSUM has
good cause to celebrate Diversity
Week.
Starting April 4, the diversity
committee of the Student Senate
will be hosting events to educate
the campus on diversity through a
speaker, movies and a market in
the CMU.
“According
to
MnSCU,
diversity is defined as including
but not limited to age, ethnic origin,
national origin, race, color, sex,
sexual orientation, marital status,
disability, religious belief, creeds
and income,” said Bibhusha Karki,
chair of the diversity committee.
“Hence, everyone in our campus
does relate to diversity.”
Having a considerably large
international population for a

smaller campus, MSUM students
and faculty can benefit from the
week’s events.
“Diversity is around everywhere,”
Karki said. “The more technology
is growing, the more the world
is shrinking. Hence, the more we
are mixed with people of different
backgrounds and are facing
different issues of the world. If we
do not learn about diversity we will
be left behind the rest of the world.”
To kick off the week, professor
Deborah White will speak on
women’s leadership in the CMU
from 3-4:30 p.m.
On April 5 two movies will be
shown in Weld Hall beginning at
6 p.m. “10 Questions to the Dalai
Lama,” a film showing Tibetan
culture and history, will be shown
first. “Cover Girl Culture” will play
at 7:45 p.m.
“(‘Cover Girl Culture’) is about

how fashion, modeling, pop-culture
and media has influenced us into
dreaming about the perfect figure,”
Karki said. “Instead of us controlling
fashion, fashion is controlling us.”
A marketplace will be set up
in the CMU from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on April 6 with tables from
local vendors, student services and
organizations, student artists and
campus clubs.
Diversity Ambassador awards
will be given to students, faculty
and student organizations that
have been involved in promoting
diversity on campus. Nominations
can be seen at www.mnstate.edu/
diversity. Voting is open April 4-8.
All events are free and open
to the public with food provided
throughout the week.

“It was stressful but it was,
at the same time, one of the
most fulfilling experiences of
my life,” Rottman said. “and
ever since then, I’ve (thought)
‘You know, I really want to do
this again.’”
Everyone involved with the
24-hour plays will meet on April
1 at 10 p.m. Everyone will bring
in a prop and a costume piece
and present themselves to the
students who signed up to be
writers.
At 11 p.m., everyone but the
writers will leave. The writers
will stay up all night writing a
10-minute play based on items
brought to the meeting. The
directors will select which plays
they want to direct at 7 a.m. and
rehearsals will begin promptly
at 8 a.m.

Those involved with the show
will begin tearing down the
set and cleaning up once the
performances end with the goal
of finishing by 10 p.m. to stay
within the 24-hour time limit.
“Or else we fail,” Rottman
said, “and failure is not an option
in theater.”
The plays are also sponsored
by Blackfriars, the theater club
on campus. Admission for the
plays will be $1 and Rottman
estimates about three plays will
be performed.
“Expect to see the power of the
human spirit and what people can
really do in 24 hours,” Rottman
said. “Keep in mind that these
plays were written overnight …
it won’t be as polished as a
normal performance but … they
will be fun to watch.”

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com

24-hour plays bring stressful
excitement to MSUM theater
BY BRIANNA BRICKWEG
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu

Theater is typically a polished,
well-thought-out art form
with intense rehearsals and an
extravagant attention to detail.
One theater student decided to
turn that concept of theater on
its head.
Student-run 24-hour plays will
be performed for the first time at
MSUM on April 2 at 7 p.m. on
the Hansen stage.
Carl Rottman, the producer
of the 24-hour plays and a
junior theater major, performed
24-hour plays throughout his
high school career, working on
technical aspects his sophomore
year and acting his junior and
senior years. He wanted to bring
the experience to a collegiatelevel theater.

$3.00

BOMBS

Enjoy our

FREE Taco Bar
Monday - Friday

from 4 - 6pm in the
Cantina. Your taste buds
will thank you as they
travel in style on a
tasty taco trip.

ALL THE TIME
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801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
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